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COMPOSITE BATCHELLER COAT OF ARMS. 





OUR ANCESTRY. 





DENIC lore gives us no clue 
FE To our ancestral tree; 
The drowsy Sphinx is silent, too, 

Regarding pedigree. 


In ancient and medieval ages, 
With motto—might is right, 

In vain we search historic pages, 
And get but little light. 


We rest upon our English tree: 
Stephen, a stalwart oak— 

An early plant of history— 
Refused the Bishop's yoke, 


And sailed to the new-born western world, 
Transplanted the family tree; 

The ancestral banner here unfurled, 
And hence our pedigree. 


: JOHN BACHELDER. 
Milwaukee, Wis., 1898. (Aged 82 years.) 
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AUTHOR’S PREFACE. 


manent form the historical and genealogical data of the Batch- 

elder (however spelled) family in America. Quite a little 

information has been published at various times in the histories 
of New England towns, but no attempt at a complete compilation has 
been previously made. There were a number of emigrant ancestors 
to this country prior to 1700—a few were related, others were not. 
There is but little doubt but that the family was of Norman extrac- 
tion, and went into England at an early day, where the name has 
been variously spelled. The first record we have is of Gilbert le 
Bachler, who paid tillage in Normandy in 1195; from that time until 
the present his descendants and relations have spelled the name in no 
less than forty-four different ways, and on this account it has been 
quite difficult to trace the families in all their peregrinations. 

The arrangement of the matter is similar to that of my former pub- 
lications (the Whitney and Fiske Genealogies). Being the simplest, 
it is therefore the easiest to trace. I take this opportunity to thank 
all those who have so kindly assisted mein the compilation of this 
work. My thanks are particularly due to Geo. Clinton Batcheller, 
of New York City, who has not only rendered great assistance in the 
publication of the book, but furnished the search of the Herald’s Col- 
lege in London, England, and various coatsof arms. Thanks are also 
due to Mrs. S. A. Pierce, Grafton, Mass., Hon. Albert S. Batchellor, 
Littleton, N. H., F. L. Orra, Chicago, I1l., Victor C. Sanborn, Chicago, 
Ill., Seymour Morris, Chicago, Ill., and others. I trust the various 
members of the family will take as much pleasure in perusing the 
pages as I did in compiling them. 


. ‘HE object of the publication of this book is to preserve in a per- 


FREDERICK C. PIERCE. 
Chicago, March 21, 1898. 
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ORIGIN OF THE BATCHELDER NAME. 


The word bachelor has long been a sore puzzle to etymologists, says Lower in 
his work on English surnames.* That the name ‘‘Bachelor,’’ however spelled, is 
the same as the word “‘bachelor,’’ meaning an unmarried man ora college graduate, 
is unquestioned, but many derivations have been given by different authors to 
account for the meaning of the word, some most fanciful and even grotesque, others 
with more probability of correctness. Knights bachelors were the most ancient, 
though the lowest order of knighthood in England. It is said, in a note to Chitty's 
Blackstone, that the most probable derivation of ‘‘bachelor’’ is from bas and chev- 
alier, an inferior knight. + 

The derivation of the word is given in Webster’s dictionary as from the old 

French ‘‘bachiler,’’ meaning a young man. A common derivation given is from 
‘‘bacalaureus,’’ having reference to the chaplet of laurel berries with which the 
new bachelor of arts was crowned. The earliest mention of the name indicates that 
it was given originally to mark the condition of its possessor as an unmarried man, 
or as a young man, when there was an elder person of the same Christian name 
living in the neighborhood. The English registers of the thirteenth and fourteenth 
centuries, where we first meet the name, use the French prefix ‘‘le.'"’ Thus we find 
Jordanus le Bachelor, Gilbert le Bachler.§ that is, Jordan the Bachelor, Gilbert the 
Bachelor. We may be reasonably sure that the panes Jone and Gilbert were then 
so common in a particular neighborhood in Normandy| that it was necessary to 
indicate by some addition to the Jordan or Gilbert that there was an elder\pr 
married person of the same name in the immediate neighborhood. If ‘‘bachelon’ 
meant simply an unmarried man, it was not proper or fitting at the death of 
ordan le Bacheler in 1297, for he left surviving him a wife, Alice, and a son, 
ohn. It is, therefore, probable that the word ‘‘bachelor’’ was used at that time 
much like ‘‘junior,’’ meaning simply ‘‘the younger,’ and though at first given to an 
unmarried man, was not dropped upon marriage, as it was a convenient and not 
inappropriate designation of the younger, whether single or married. At a later 
period the ‘‘le,"’ being superfluous, was dropped, and in 1433 we find John Bachelor 
returned in the commissioners’ list of the gentry of Norfolk, England, though John y.. 
Baschealer died at KeTsale, in Suffolk, Febru: I, 1552.4) e do not know where 
the family originated. There is the usual family tradition, which bears on its face 
the marks of improbability, that three brothers by the name of Bachiler served 
under William the Conqueror, and were rewarded after the battle of Hastings, in 
1066, by a grant of land in Wiltshire. For sign manual they were given a shield 
upon which were three boars’ heads, united by three links, a spear above them 
couchant. There was no crest, indicating that they were private soldiers. 

Before 1600, we find the family name in the counties of Kent, Surrey, Sussex, 
Wilts, Hampshire, Bucks, Middlesex, Nortolk and Suffolk, all in the southeastern 
part of England. Very few are found north of London. The earliest mention of 
the name is found in Surrey, and very probably Surrey or Sussex was the earliest 
home of the Bachilers. 

It is impossible to trace the relationship, if any existed, between the early 
Bachlier families in England, or to decide whether the first emigrants of that 
name to America were kindred. The Ipswich and Salem emigrants were brothers. 
The names associated in some of the early English families indicate that Alexander 
Bachieler, the emigrant, of Portsmouth, was a relative of the Salem and Ipswich 


*Lower’s Patronymica Brittanica, 2. 
Note to page 
Calendarium Genealogicum, 12%. 
Rotuli Clausarum in Turri Londonensi. ; ; 
\'Batchellor: The nameis Norman. Gilbert Batchellor paid taillage in Normandy in 1195. 
The name is variously spelled in this country and in England. 
‘Registers of the Parish of Kelsale, Suffolk. 
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